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“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” II COR. 3:17 


Can a tunnel save 
the White River? 


ay 


Deep system 
will hold waste 
that otherwise 
would pollute 
Indiana’s 
waterways 


Sarah Bowman 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The first stretch of a $2 bil- 
lion, 28-mile tunnel being 
bored through the rock under- 
neath the streets of Indianapo- 
lis will soon be filled with mil- 
lions of gallons of sewage. 

The thought of what is es- 
sentially a massive under- 
ground urban toilet might gen- 
erate more than a few “ewws” 
and turned up, or plugged, nos- 
es. 

But for Mike Miller, this 1- 
mile stretch of the DigIndy pro- 
ject — arguably the most sig- 
nificant environmental project 
ever undertaken in Indianapo- 
lis — is a thing of beauty. 

“It’s very surgical,” said the 
project engineer with Citizens 
Energy Group. “The science be- 
hind it and what it will do for In- 
dianapolis is really exciting.” 

On Dec. 29, the first 11 miles 
of the 18-foot wide and 250-foot 


The first section of a sewer overflow tunnel will co 
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Tunnel workers can spend an hour getting to their workplace. 


“Wastewater that 
leaves your house 
will usually go to 
treatment plants, 
that is, unless we 


get some rain.” 


John Trypus 
Citizens Energy Group 


deep tunnel will come online. 
What that means is that the 
next time after the new year 
that the city sees rain, much of 
the sewage and storm water 
that normally overflowed into 
the White River and other city 
waterways will instead dump 
into the tunnel. 

That’s a huge win for the no- 
toriously polluted White River, 
but one that comes with a cost 
— and not just the one being 
paid by Citizens rate-payers. 


See TUNNEL, Page 10A 
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A failed 
murder 
charge 


Tim Evans and Ryan Martin 
Indianapolis Star 
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This article is the second ina three- 
part series. It contains graphic de- 
scriptions of violence. The reporting 
is based on interviews, social media 
and Internet postings, public records 
and hundreds of pages of court docu- 
ments. None of the killings described 
in this article resulted in murder con- 
victions. 

A mother and two young children sat 
down a little before 7 p.m. for a quiet 
dinner in the kitchen of their small 
home near the corner of 31st Street and 
Boulevard Place. 

It was a mild, calm winter night. 

But that was about to change. 

As the family ate dinner on Jan. 29, 
2015, Detective Christopher Heffner of 
the Marion County Sheriff’s Office and 
two other undercover officers from a 
multi-agency task force were hunkered 
down in an unmarked vehicle in front of 
their house. The little family was not 
their target. Far from it. 

The undercover team, part of a group 


See GRUNDY, Page 4A 
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Marion Co. 
still awaits 
needle plan 


Shari Rudavsky 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


One of the pillars of Gov. Eric 
Holcomh’s term so far has been his com- 
mitment to addressing the opioid crisis. 
Unlike his predecessor, who only grudg- 
ingly allowed for needle exchange pro- 
grams after a HIV epidemic arose in 
Scott County, Holcomb has shown un- 
bridled support for this measure intend- 
ed to reduce harm. 

Eight months ago, he signed into law 
a bill that took the decision to start such 
programs away from the state and put it 
solidly in the hands of local officials. 

But the largest county in the state, 
Marion County, which has been hard hit 
by the opioid crisis, has yet to start a 


See NEEDLES, Page 16A 
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